Summer/Fall 2021 Newsletter

On Tuesday evening, September 21, 2021, the Deep Creek Watershed
Foundation celebrated its Fifth Anniversary with our sold out event, Broadway
at the Barn, at the beautiful Red Barn Inn & Events, just off of the Glendale
Road on North Glade Road. The evening started with cocktails and tasty hors
d’oeuvres in the Red Barn’s outdoor pavilion, after which the guests settled
into the Barn for a wonderful plated dinner by Chef Don Champion, a medley of
live Broadway songs by gifted vocalists and musicians from the Big Apple and
a wealth of tempting items presented in a silent auction. The nineteen dining
tables were beautifully decorated and adorned with table cards featuring the
thirteen generous sponsors for this event.
Two of our donors and attendees at the event, Frank Shap and Karen Lauer
wrote, “What a wonderful celebration. The Deep Creek Watershed Foundation
team deserves high praise and a big ‘Thanks!’”
“We wanted to have an elegant and entertaining evening to thank our donors
for helping the Foundation to reach its goals over these last five years,” said
Sandy Bello, a Board Member and the coordinator of the evening.
The Foundation’s mobile display, which has been exhibited throughout the

County this summer, was lighted in the background of the barn, showing
impressive photos of the watershed and depicting many of the projects that
have been completed plus those which are planned for the future.
“We were so pleased that our sponsors, including many businesses in the
Watershed, helped us with the event,” said Bob Hoffmann, Fundraising Chair
of the Foundation. “We now have a large number of sponsors who realize that
the Foundation is helping to preserve and protect the watershed for us all,” he
added.
The Foundation plans to have an event next year and every year to celebrate
its efforts and its donors. “There is much left to do in the coming years. The
value of the watershed and lake to the County and the region cannot be
overstated,” said David Myerberg, Foundation President. The Foundation
bases its projects on needs explained in the Deep Creek Watershed
Management Plan, approved by Garrett County and State agencies in 2016.

AND WHAT A GREAT

5 YEARS IT’S BEEN!
The projects we’ve funded have made a
real difference in keeping the Deep Creek
Watershed and Deep Creek Lake healthy,
and preserve our great resources for the
future.
· We paid $97,000 for the development of a Water Budget Model to help
Brookfield Renewable Power plan water releases from the dam in light of
anticipated levels of water in the lake. When combined with a new water level
and water temperature meter that we funded for $15,310, along with the U.S.
Geological Survey, all of the stakeholders in the watershed from lake residents
to white water enthusiasts to lovers of trout fishing, will be able to equitably
share our great resource.
· We spent $75,000 to partner with the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) to buy 5 water quality monitors that will guarantee a
continuous flow of information about the composition of water in Deep Creek
Lake. This guarantees that DNR will know the state of the health of the lake for
years to come.
·
We spent $10,000 to help fight acid mine drainage from three
abandoned coal mines into Cherry Creek, one of the major streams in the
Deep Creek Watershed.
·
We joined with Brookfield Renewable Power and DNR, and spent
$2,575 to test the water and habitats in Deep Creek Lake for any
indication that the destructive zebra mussels have invaded the lake by
hitchhiking in on the boat bottoms and boat props. We’re happy to report that
DNR has found that the lake is free of zebra mussels.
· However, we need to be continuously vigilant. So we continue to assist DNR
in its boat-cleaning, warning and education programs to prevent the
introduction of invasive organisms, including zebra mussels, into Deep Creek
L a k e . We published half-page display ads in the Garrett County
Republican on behalf of the Administrative Council (the partnership
between the Maryland Departments of the Environment and Natural
Resources, and Garrett County) promoting this effort and, most recently,
we produced a new brochure that is distributed throughout the Deep
Creek Watershed area, warning boaters to “Clean. Drain. Dry.” to “STOP
ACQUATIC HITCHIKERS.”
· And we are working with the University of Maryland Extension Service
to sponsor public presentations for homeowners on managing storm
water runoff—the use of rain barrels and cisterns, rain gardens, conservation
landscaping and riparian buffer planting to ameliorate runoff and prevent
erosion—which included giving 40 rain barrels free to homeowners. Our work
with the Extension Service now includes a new “Virtual Brunch and Learn”
program that presents talks by officials from civic and county, state and federal
agencies on the management and enjoyment of the lake and the watershed.

While we continue to work in public/private partnerships to preserve and
protect the lake and the watershed, we want to remind you that these efforts
are possible only because of donations from you, your friends and
neighbors. Tax deductible donations can be made on our updated website,
www.deepcreekwatershedfoundation.org, or by mail to Treasurer, P.O. Box
376, Oakland, MD 21550.

Thank you to all of our donors and supporters!

SIPSIDE FUNDRAISER DRAWS 150!
Our exciting June 28 fundraiser at
SipSide Lounge netted $4,300 from our
estimated 150 attendees. Our first foray
into staging a fundraising event for the
public was hosted by the Watershed
Foundation at the site in downtown
Oakland that has been marvelously
renovated by Watershed Foundation
Advisor (and former President) Pat Franc.
Attendees spent a lovely night of mingling,
feasting and drinking, with food supplied
by Sophie’s Serendipity, a silent auction,
50/50 drawings, and music by the
Youghiogheny Blues Band, featuring
former
Deep
Creek
Watershed
Foundation
Sec./Treasurer
Monty
Pagenhardt on piano.
Pat and Barbara Franc generously
donated a portion of the night’s sales to
the Watershed Foundation.

OUR GREAT DISPLAY BOOTH GETS AROUND
The Watershed Foundation booth is busy this summer. The booth is the mobile
structure that we set up at events to attract and inform people about the
Watershed Foundation. Look for it soon at two of the most popular Garrett
County events, the Airport Wings and Wheels Fly In at the Garrett County
airport on August 21, and at the Art and Wine Festival at the county
fairgrounds on September 10 and 11. If you come to either of these great
gatherings (or both) please stop by and say hello. We want to meet every one
of our terrific supporters.

BRUNCH WITH THE
DEEP CREEK LAKE MANAGER
A HIT!

Our popular Virtual Brunch and Learn Series on Zoom is facilitated by our
good friends at the University of Maryland Extension in Garrett County,
through the great efforts of Watershed Foundation Advisor Ashley BachtelBodkins. The series continued on July 27 where 75 people watched Eric Null,
the DNR Manager of Deep Creek Lake, who talked about strategies for
shoreline erosion control, how best to maintain the buffer strip around the lake,
several other topics.
Eric focused on what people can and cannot do around the docks in the lake,
including controlling submerged aquatic vegetation (SAVs), and the bans on
herbicides in the lake and on fertilizer on the buffer strip; water levels in the
lake; and other issues with which the Lake Management Office deals. The
interesting and informative session was recorded, and can be seen at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjRNi71LoM4.
The Virtual Brunch and Learn series will continue, and is free, but people need
to register in order to get the Zoom link. You find out about upcoming
speakers, and register, by going to the UMD Extension Service web site
(https://extension.umd.edu), then under “locations” choose Garrett County, and
then choose “Classes and Events.”

WATER-WISE READY FOR APPLICATIONS
Applications are being accepted now for Water-Wise, a
voluntary conservation landscape certification program, run
by the University of Maryland Extension in Garrett County
and supported by the Watershed Foundation, that allows
property owners to be recognized for implementing best
management practices in their lawns and gardens. This lets
landowners help reduce pesticides use, increase water
quality, and provide wildlife habitat.
To become certified, there are points or credits that homeowners accumulate

for various conservation practices, which are set out in what the Extension
Service calls a “Yardstick Booklet.” Garrett County Master Gardeners visit
properties to monitor progress toward completing the certification process. To
see the Yardstick Booklet, and to get an application, go to the UMD Extension
Service web site (https://extension.umd.edu), then under “locations” choose
Garrett County, and then choose “Home Gardening.” Applications can either
be mailed to 1916 Maryland Hwy, Ste A, Mt. Lake Park, MD 21550 or emailed
to abachtel@umd.edu.

YOU CAN BECOME A SUSTAINED DONOR
The Deep Creek Watershed Foundation works every month, year-round, and your tax
deductible gift can too. For as little as $10 a month, when you become a Sustained Donor,
you can help us keep the lake and the watershed as great as it is now. Our Sustained
Donors program allows monthly contribution as an alternative to giving once a year.
You can find details under the "Support Us" tab on our webpage
(www.deepcreekwatershedfoundation.org).
There you will see the Sustained Donor levels:
Bronze is $10 a month
Silver is $20 a month
Gold is $50 a month
Platinum is $75 a month
Diamond is $100 a month
Elite is $150 a month
Whatever level you choose, we thank you!

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK!
Our Facebook page features our marvelous videos showing how the doser on Cherry
Creek, whose maintenance we’re funding, is neutralizing acid mine drainage; the need for
the water quality monitors that we're funding: and some of our Board members and
Advisors telling why they joined the Board. and what the Watershed Foundation means to
them.
And the Facebook page is attracting donations! We’re looking forward to more as our
Facebook page grows.
Click here to Follow us on Facebook!

Learn About our Projects on the DCWF Website
Deep Creek Watershed Foundation Board
members
have
been
talking
with
homeowner associations and other groups
about the work of the Foundation, and
asking about projects that the Foundation
might consider funding. If you have a group
that wants us to visit and present our
information, and have us hear your
suggestions for watershed projects we
might fund in the future, please let us know
by contacting Morgan France.

Our Funding & How We Choose Our Projects
Each of our projects is chosen in accord with the recommendations of the Deep Creek
Watershed Plan. The Plan can be found at www.garrettcounty.org/watershed/dcwmp.
Each project is closely examined by the people who make up our Board of Directors, and
they make the selection of each project for funding. Each member of our Board of
Directors, and each of our advisors, is a volunteer who has a strong connection to the
Deep Creek Watershed. Their varied backgrounds and expertise make the Board of
Directors and the advisors a highly effective organization for funding projects in the Deep
Creek Watershed. The Board members and advisors are all profiled in our website,
www.deepcreekwatershedfoundation.org.
Our investments in these and future projects are possible because of the generous, tax
deductible gifts we get from those of you around Deep Creek Lake, throughout the Deep
Creek Watershed and beyond.
Your contribution to the Foundation now at www.deepcreekwatershedfoundation.org will
be a great investment in the terrific private-public water quality monitoring effort and the
other projects funded by the Foundation.
Please consider a tax deductible contribution to support these important activities.

Click here to donate.

